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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on October 
26, 2010 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1 -6, 1 3-27 are currently pending and have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this 
country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-6, 13-26 are rejected under U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable over 
Vance, U.S. Patent No. 6,442,526. 

Claims 1,3, 5, 27: 

Vance, as shown, discloses the following limitations: 

receiving a selection of an activity item (new trip icon button 362), 
wherein the activity item is one of a plurality of activity items, and (see 
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new trip icon button 362, see at least col. 1 1 , lines 41 -67, col. 1 2, lines 
1-5, figs. 14A-14N) 

each one of the plurality of activity items represents a type of business 
related activity; (col. 12, lines 35-53, figs. 14A-14N, figs. 15A-15G top 
menu bar) 

in response to the selection, automatically associating an expense item 
(car rental) with the activity item (new trip button), wherein there are 
one or more expense items that are exspensable for each activity item 
of the plurality of activity items, at least one expense item of the one or 
more expense items cannot be associated with one or more of the 
plurality of activity items, and (fig. 12A, item 450, col. 12, lines 54-67, 
fig K, policy col. 1 1 , lines 14-40 trip violations, fig. 14B airline, car 
rental, Holiday In). 

each activity item of the plurality of activity items is associated with one 
of a plurality of expense items; (fig. 14B airline, car rental, Holiday In) 

receiving an activation signal for generating an expense report; (fig. 
12A, item 450, col. 12, lines 54-67) and 

in response to the activation creating, using a computer processor, the 
expense report, adding expense items associated with the activity item 
to the expense report, and submitting the expense report (col. 13, lines 
36-46) 
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3 receiving a selection of an activity item, wherein the activity item is 
one of a plurality of activity items, and each one of the plurality of 
activity items represents a type of business related activity; (see new 
trip icon button 362, see at least col. 1 1 , lines 41 -67, col. 1 2, lines 1 -5, 
figs. 14A-14N, col. 12, lines 35-53, figs. 14A-14N, figs. 15A-15G top 
menu bar) 

in response to the selection, automatically associating an expense item 
with the activity item, wherein there are one or more expense items 
that are exspensable for each activity item of the plurality of activity 
items, at least one expense item of the one or more expense items 
cannot be associated with one or more of the plurality of activity items, 
(fig. 14S Sabre Travel Planner, top menu bar - expense airline rental 
car, hotel, fig K, policy col. 11, lines 14-40 trip violations) and 

each activity item of the plurality of activity items is associated with one 
of a plurality of expense items; (fig. 14B airline, car rental, Holiday In) 

in response to receiving an activation signal for generating an expense 
report creating a new report, adding expense items associated with the 
activity item to the expense report, and submitting the expense report 
(fig. 14S, 14U) 
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5 a first subsystem configured to receive a selection of an activity item, 
wherein the activity item is one of a plurality of activity items, and 

each one of the plurality of activity items represents a type of business 
related activity; (see new trip icon button 362, see at least col. 1 1 , lines 
41-67, col. 12, lines 1-5, figs. 14A-14N) 

a second subsystem configured to automatically associate an expense 
item with the activity item, (fig. 14S Sabre Travel Planner, top menu 
bar - expense airline rental car, hotel, fig K, policy col. 1 1 , lines 1 4-40 
trip violations) 

wherein there are one or more expense items that are expendable for 
each activity item of the plurality of activity items, at least one expense 
item of the one or more expense items cannot be associated with one 
or more of the plurality of activity items, and each activity item of the 
plurality of activity items is associated with one of a plurality of expense 
items; (fig K, policy col. 1 1 , lines 14-40 trip violations) 

a third subsystem configured to receive an activation signal for 
generating expense report: and (fig. 14S, 14U) 

a fourth subsystem configured to creating the expense report, in 
response to receiving the activation signal, wherein the creating the 
expense report comprises adding expense items associated with the 
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activity item to the expense report and (fig. 14S Sabre Travel Planner, 
top menu bar - expense airline rental car, hotel) 

a fifth subsystem configured to submit the expense report (fig. 14S, 
14U) 

27 receiving- information from a user; (see new trip icon button 362, 
see at least col. 11, lines 41 -67, col. 1 2, lines 1 -5, figs. 1 4A-1 4N) 

in response to the receiving the information, creating each of the 
plurality of activity types, wherein the creation of the plurality of activity 
types is based on the information creating each of the plurality of 
expense types, wherein the creating the each of the plurality of 
expense types is based on the information, (col. 12, lines 35-53, figs. 
14A-14N, figs. 15A-15G top menu bar) and 

determining the pre-determined mapping, wherein the determining is 
based on the information, and (fig. 12A, item 450, col. 12, lines 54-67) 

the pre-determined mapping associates each of the plurality of 
expense types with at least one of the plurality of activity types; (fig. 
12A, item 450, col. 12, lines 54-67, fig. 14B airline, car rental, Holiday 
In) 

in response to the receiving, storing the information, wherein the 
storing is performed before the displaying, the information indicates 
whether one of the plurality of activity types is expensable, the 
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information comprises a plurality of keys, each of the plurality of keys 
is assigned to one of the plurality of expense types, and (fig. 12A, item 
450, col. 1 2, lines 54-67, fig K, policy col. 1 1 , lines 1 4-40 trip violations, 
fig. 14B airline, car rental, Holiday In). 

at least one of the plurality of activity types, a one of the plurality of 
activity types represents a type of meeting, the first one of the plurality 
of activity types is associated with an instance of the first one of the 
plurality of activity types, and (fig. 15B) 

the instance is a specific meeting, (fig. 15B) 



Claims 2: 

Vance, as shown, discloses the following limitations: 

prior to receiving the selection of an activity item establishing 
activity types, expense types, and associations between the activity types 
and expense types, (fig. 14F, top menu bar established activity types) 

wherein the establishing comprises associating one or more expense 
types of the expense types with an activity type, and the associating is 
based on receiving selection indicating an expense type is associated 
with an activity type, (fig. 12A, item 450, col. 12, lines 54-67, fig. 14B 
airline, car rental, Holiday In). 
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instantiating an activity type of the activity types causes the creation of an 
activity item, and , (fig. 12A, item 450, col. 12, lines 54-67, fig. 14B airline, 
car rental, Holiday In). 

instantiating an expense type of the expense types causes the creation of 
an expense item , (fig. 12A, item 450, col. 12, lines 54-67, fig. 14B airline, 
car rental, Holiday In). 

Claims 4, 6: 

Vance, as shown, discloses the following limitations: 

establishing for the activity item a date designated for the activity item 
(see column 8, lines 66-67, column 9, lines 1-10) 

establishing for the expense item the same date designated for the 
activity item (see column 8, lines 66-67, column 9, lines 1-10) 

Claims 13, 18, 19, 23: 

The method of claim 1 , providing a user with a list of plurality of activity types 
(see top menu bar including: trip activity log, figures 14A-S, 14U-X and 15A-G, 
expense report log, figure 16H, hotel item detail, figure 16E, meals detail, figure 
16F, business entertainment, figure 14Q, bargain finder, figure 14Q, col. 11, lines 
41-59). 

providing a user with a list of the plurality of activity items figure 16H, hotel item 
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detail, figure 16E, meals detail, figure 16F, business entertainment, figure 14Q, 
bargain finder, figure 14Q, col. 11, lines 41 -59). 

the list of the plurality of activity items is predefined by an application 
administrator (co. 6, lines 35-58) 

Claim 14: 

The method of claim 1 3, wherein the list of the plurality of activity types is 
maintained by the user and contains activity item types predefined by an 
application administrator (see top menu bar including: trip activity log, figures 
14A-S, 14U-X and 15A-G, expense report log, figure 16H, hotel item detail, figure 
16E, meals detail, figure 16F, business entertainment, figure 14Q, bargain finder, 
figure 1 4Q, col. 1 1 , lines 41 -59). 

Claim 15: 

The method of claim 1 , wherein the associations between each of the 
one or more expense items and the plurality of activity items are based 
on a predetermined mapping (see column 8, lines 66-67, column 9, 
lines 1-10) 

Claim 16: 

The method of claim 1 , wherein each of the plurality of activity items corresponds 
to one of a category of expenses, wherein 

the category of is one of the following categories: 
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appointments, meetings, presentations, trips, travel, demonstrations, and drafting 
correspondence (see top menu bar including: trip activity log, figures 14A-S, 
14U-X and 15A-G, expense report log, figure 16H, hotel item detail, figure 16E, 
meals detail, figure 16F, business entertainment, figure 14Q, bargain finder, 
figure 1 4Q, col. 1 1 , lines 41 -59). 



Claims 17, 22, 26: 

The method of claim 1 , wherein the plurality activity items are based on 
information corresponding to at least one of a description of an activity, itemized 
tasks associated with the plurality of activity items, whether the activity item types 
are associated with a client, and whether the activity item items is expensable 
(see column 2, lines 55-60, col. 1 1 , lines 41 -59, col. 11, lines 41 -59). 



Claim 20: 

The computer readable storage medium of claim 3, wherein the pre-determined 
mapping is is based on expenses appropriate for the expense item (see top 
menu bar including: trip activity log, figures 14A-S, 14U-X and 15A-G, expense 
report log, figure 16H, hotel item detail, figure 16E, meals detail, figure 16F, 
business entertainment, figure 14Q, bargain finder, figure 14Q, col. 8. lines 66-67 
and col. 9, lines 1 -1 0, fig K, policy col. 1 1 , lines 1 4-40 trip violations). 
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Claim 21, 25: 

The computer readable storage medium of claim 3, wherein each of the plurality 
of activity items corresponds to a category of expences, wherein, the the ctagory 
is one of the following: appointments, meetings, presentations, travel, 
demonstrations, and drafting correspondence (see top menu bar including: trip 
activity log, figures 14A-S, 14U-X and 15A-G, expense report log, figure 16H, 
hotel item detail, figure 16E, meals detail, figure 16F, business entertainment, 
figure 14Q, bargain finder, figure 14Q). 

Claim 24: 

The computing system of claim 23, wherein the list of activity items is predefined 
by an application administrator (see top menu bar including: trip activity log, 
figures 14A-S, 14U-X and 15A-G, expense report log, figure 16H, hotel item 
detail, figure 16E, meals detail, figure 16F, business entertainment, figure 14Q, 
bargain finder, figure 14Q). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6, 13-26 have been considered 
but are not persuasive. Applicant argues that Vance does not disclose items that 
cannot be associated with some of activity items. Vance teaches, "The department trip 
violations process 340 imports data from the department trip exception summary table 
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342, the travel policy table 98, and the city/airport codes table 204. The department trip 
policy violations process 340 creates a summary for a given time period of department 
trip violations by category and reports trends in department trip violations. The 
department expense policy violations process 344 uses data from the city/airport codes 
table 204, the exception codes table 158, the expense category table 168, the average 
costs table 284, the expense policy table 174, the department expense exception 
summary table 348, the company expense exception summary table 350, and the 
department table 320. The department expense policy violations process 344 creates a 
summary for a given time period of departmental expense policy violations by category 
and trends in departmental expense policy violations." (fig K, policy col. 11, lines 14-40 
trip violations.) Vance discloses a plurality of activity items in at least (col. 12, lines 35- 
53, figs. 14A-14N, figs. 15A-15G top menu bar). Applicant argues that no activity types 
are selected from a plurality of types. Vance discloses an activity item, new trip icon 
button 362, col. 11, lines 41-59 and the plurality of activity types, figures 15A-G, top 
menu bar. The two distinct actions are first the selection of the activity item, new trip 
button, and second the car rental button 390, fig. 14K, col. 11, lines 41-67, col. 12, lines 
1-5, figs. 14A-14N. Applicant argues that Vance does not disclose activation of the 
second button, creating an expense report. Vance discloses a new expense report fig. 
16A, item 450, col. 12, lines 54-67. The predetermined mapping of the instant 
application described in the specification is an activity item automatically associated 
with a particular expense type, is shown in Vance column 9, lines 1-10 autofill. 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas West whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1236. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday and Wednesday 7:30am - 
5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Fischer can be reached on 571-272-6779. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Thomas West 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3621 

/EVENS J. AUGUSTIN/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3621 



